
Pennsylvania Crusader, September 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2026 
 

My Brother Knights,  

 

As we move through another month, I am reminded of how blessed we are to live in this great nation we 

call the United States of America.  

 

Our love for this country runs deep because America is built upon a remarkable idea: “We the People.” 

Our Constitution gives us the freedom and responsibility to determine our own future—to shape our 

nation through our voices, our choices, and our commitment to the principles upon which this country 

was founded.  

 

That freedom did not come without a price. We owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to the men and 

women of our Armed Forces who have stood watch over our nation, both at home and around the world. 

To our veterans, our active-duty service members, and their families: thank you. Your courage, sacrifice, 

and dedication protect the freedoms we too often take for granted.  

 

And let us never forget the ladies who stand beside our military, our families, and our Knights. Their love, 

strength, patience, and support are blessings beyond measure. They are an important part of everything 

we accomplish. 

 

As Knights Templar, we are called to be men of faith, men of character, and men of service. We must 

continue to honor our traditions while looking toward the future with courage and hope. Let us be an 

example of what it means to love our country, serve our communities, support our families, and stand 

firmly for what is right.  

 

Most importantly, let us keep God at the center of all that we do. We worship and serve the one true 

God, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In a world that can sometimes seem uncertain, our faith 

reminds us that we are never alone. His light gives us strength, His Word gives us direction, and His love 

gives us hope.  

 

My Brother Knights, let us go forward together with our heads held high and our hearts full of gratitude. 

Let us proudly honor our flag, respect those who defend it, cherish the freedoms entrusted to us, and live 

each day worthy of the blessings we have received.  
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May God bless each of you, may He bless our families, may He bless the Grand Commandery of Knights 

Templar of Pennsylvania, and may God continue to bless the United States of America.  

 

In God We Trust.  

 

Yours in Christ and in the bonds of Christian knighthood,  

Troy A. Mock, REGC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

“Spes Mea in Deo Est” or “My Hope Is In God” 
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Associate Grand Prelate’s Message 
 

Aligning Our Lives with The Alpha and The Omega 
 

As the adage goes, "All times are desperate times." So often, it feels like there can be no 

relief from the crises of the day, compounding the crises of the year, fueling anxieties that 

foresee the crises of tomorrow. Frequently, such times of trouble leave us searching for a 

framework to define or give meaning to chaotic days. We look to history, important documents, 

and to sacred scripture seeking to understand what is happening, where we stand, and what we 

should do next.  
 

Such were the times 250 years ago when our founding fathers gathered during a 

sweltering Philadelphia summer in 1776. They faced crises that demanded discussion, 

understanding, and decisive action. In drafting the Declaration of Independence, they grounded 

their entire argument for liberty not in the whims of kings, but in a higher, divine order 

established by God. The Declaration admonishes humanity is, "endowed by their Creator," 

placing the origin of human dignity squarely in the hands of the Almighty.  
 

Yet the Declaration of Independence does not leave God behind after establishing its 

argument. It closes with a solemn, "pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred 

Honor," resting that pledge on a "firm reliance on protection of Divine Providence."  The 

Declaration of Independence is bookended by the presence of God; invoked at the Alpha of the 

argument and trusted at the Omega of the action. Within this framework, we find a powerful 

parallel between the declaration of Jesus Christ in the Book of Revelation and the historical 

foundation of our nation expressed in the Declaration of Independence. Both documents do not 

merely start and end; they frame reality itself within the sovereignty of God at the outset, holding 

fast to the same throughout to the conclusion. 
 

This literary and spiritual structure perfectly mirrors the eternal truth revealed to the 

Apostle John. The glorified Lord declares, "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and 

the End" (Revelation 1:8). He repeats this assertion with even greater emphasis proclaiming, "I 

am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End" (Revelation 

22:13). No mere title, it is the absolute affirmation of Christ's sovereignty over time, history, and 

existence itself. As the Alpha, Jesus is the source of all life, the Word through whom "all things 

were made" (John 1:3). As the Omega, He is the ultimate consummation of history, the One 

toward whom all things move and in whom they will be summed up (Ephesians 1:10). Just as the 

Declaration acknowledges God from its first sentence to its final signature, Scripture reveals that 

every moment of our lives, falls within the span of Christ's reign: “all things were created 

through Him and for Him” (Colossians 1:16), and “in Him all things consist” (Colossians 1:17).  

King David understood this dependence when he wrote, “I have set the Lord always before me” 

(Psalm 16:8). Likewise, the Apostle Paul instructed believers to “pray without ceasing” (1 

Thessalonians 5:17). 
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As Sir Knights, we are called to be men of faith whose trust in God and His Son Jesus 

Christ extends beyond our words and ceremonies. Our professions of faith should be reflected in 

daily habits. Recognizing Christ as the Alpha and Omega intellectually is only the first step. The 

greater challenge is ordering our lives accordingly.  
  

(1) If Jesus is truly the Alpha, then our day must begin with Him. 

(2) If He is the Omega, then our day must end with Him.  
 

So often we live in the middle of the alphabet without acknowledging the Author. We 

rush into our tasks, make decisions based on fear or convenience, and drift through our 

relationships without consulting the Sovereign Lord who created all things, knows all things, and 

sustains all things to the end of the age.  A life of genuine devotion brings the reality of the 

Alpha and Omega into the mundane details of a Tuesday morning or a Thursday evening, with 

the same reverence brought to our Conclaves, or to our worship on Sunday mornings.  It means 

recognizing that no circumstance exists outside the perimeter of His providence.  So, when 

facing a crisis of uncertainty, hold fast as He is the Alpha – the source of wisdom. When facing a 

crisis of fear, rest in the fact He is the Omega – the guarantor of the outcome.  
 

Make a conscious decision to restructure your daily rhythms in a way that honors our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   
 

Start each morning by dedicating your day to the One who began it.   

Throughout the day, acknowledge His lordship over your plans, thoughts, and actions.  

End each evening, in thanksgiving and trust He has already prepared the night's rest and the next 

day's grace.   
 

Let us all anchor ourselves in the certainty that Christ is our Beginning and our End. In 

doing so, we find not only historical continuity with those who sought liberty under God, but 

also the deep and lasting peace that comes from knowing we are held securely through grace by 

the sacrifice of His only begotten Son. 
 

A prayer for the morning and at night 

Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for this {day or night}.  Thank you for Your protection, Your 

mercy, and Your blessings as I {begin or end} this day. Guide always my thoughts, my words, 

my {actions or rest} according to Your will.  Teach me, Your knight and Your servant, to hold 

all my trust in You. Amen. 

 

Your Frater in Christ, 

SK C. “Xander” Alexander, M.A.Ed. 

Associate Grand Prelate 
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The Annual Assembly of the Knights of Pythagoras and the Ruth Mitchell Tucker Girls Youth Dept.   

SK Troy A. Mock, REGC, seated front left, SK Richard K. Brown, GSwB, standing behind SK Mock. 

 

 

 

 

 
The One Day Conferral of Orders at Samuel S. Yohe Commandery No. 81 in Stroudsburg, PA. 
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Representing at the Little League World Series in Williamsport carrying the banner in the parade. 

 

 


