
 

 

 

 

 

 

November 2025 
 
 
Sir Knights, 
 
As the air turns crisp and the leaves trade their greens for shades of gold and crimson, we are 
reminded that this is the season of Thanksgiving, a time to pause, reflect, and appreciate the 
many blessings woven into our everyday lives. Our lives move too quickly, and we often forget 
to be present and enjoy the moment. I encourage all of us to slow down, to recognize the 
abundance that surrounds us, and to give thanks for the people and moments that enrich our lives. 
 
Thanksgiving is a reminder to be grateful for laughter shared around the dinner table, for the 
kindness of a Brother and Frater who checks in, and for the quiet moments when we realize just 
how much we have. Gratitude shifts our perspective, it transforms ordinary days into blessings 
and turns routine encounters into cherished memories. 
 
This season is a perfect opportunity to express our appreciation, especially to those who have 
supported and inspired us through life’s challenges. Whether through words, gestures, or simple 
acts of kindness, expressing gratitude has a way of multiplying joy and strengthening our connections with others. As 
we gather with friends, family, and Fraters this holiday season, 
remember that gratitude is not limited to what we have, but who we share it with. Let’s carry the 
spirit of Thanksgiving beyond the season and remember to be thankful each day. 
 
I am grateful for each and every one of you, and I thank you for all you do for Templary! 
 
Mark Your Calendars 

Nov 7-9, 2025 Division Commanders’ Seminar, Elizabethtown, PA 

Nov 22, 2025 Divisions 10 &amp; 12 Joint Conclave, Youngsville, PA 

Dec 1, 2025 Division 1 Christmas Service, Philadelphia, PA 

Dec 5, 2025 Grand Chapter December Communication, Elizabethtown, PA 

Dec 10, 2025 Division 4 Joint Conclave, Washington, PA 

Dec 27, 2025 Grand Lodge Annual Grand Communication, Philadelphia, PA 

 
Commandery Anniversaries in November 

Jacques DeMolay No. 3 - November 1, 1849 

Kensington-Kadosh No. 54 - November 26, 1867 

Allegheny No. 35 - November 12, 1869 
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Hospitaller No. 46 - November 28, 1872 

Beaver Valley No. 85 - November 3, 1905 

 
 
Courteously, 

 
SK Joshua J. Nay 
Grand Commander 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Associate Grand Prelate’s Message  
 

To all valiant knights of Pennsylvania wherever dispersed: 
 
From the Gospel according to St. John in the 6th chapter: Jesus said to the crowds: “Everything that the Father 
gives me will come to me, and I will not reject anyone who comes to me, because I came down from heaven not 
to do my own will but the will of the one who sent me. And this is the will of the one who sent me, 
that I should not lose anything of what he gave me, but that I should raise it on the last day. For this is the will 
of my Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in him may have eternal life, and I shall raise him on 
the last day.” 

 

The great feast at the beginning of this month of November is so special to those who remain confident in the 
faith which we preach! Beginning with All Hollow’s Eve, All Saints Day, and culminating with The 
commemoration of All the Faithful Departed (All Souls Day) we get to walk through that valley of the shadow 
of death and from the dreadful fear which seems to grip us in this life, to the jubilant hope of life eternal! 

 

Imagine for a moment how faith works within us when we confidently proclaim our belief in what Christ Jesus 
saw as his preeminent task…to do the will of the Father, and that will is simple: lose nothing, and raise 
everyone who sees the +Son and believes in Him on the last day. Our hope is often tarnished by the way in 
which death oppresses us, but the great treasure of our faith, which cannot be tarnished, is the gleaming glory of 
the one who promises to pick up our mortal bodies from the dust and grant unto us eternal life. 

 

So, as you live out the days of this month, call to mind 
Christ’s purpose and duty. As the first-born of the grave, he 
provides all the proof we need to have hope in our own 
bodily resurrection. For just as St. Paul wrote to the 
Romans, he writes on our hearts by faith those great words 
of comfort that ‘if we were united with [Christ Jesus] in a 
death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a 
resurrection like His!’ 

 

For me, there is no stronger place on earth where this power 
can still be felt than the empty tomb in which the body of 
our savior was laid. Protected by the most beautiful little 
house, or edicule, the central space of the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre, saw the spark of the resurrection at its 
beginning. It matters not then how long we wait for the last 
day, in the grave or still upright when it comes, our sure 
confidence in the resurrection is the foundation needed for a 
faith that shines as bright as the glory which broke open the 
sealed tomb on that first Easter morning! 

 

Blessings to you in the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit! AMEN. 

The Rev. Dr. S.K. Nathan Corl Minnich 
Honorary Past Grand Commander & Associate Grand Prelate 
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From the Holy Land Pilgrimage Committee 
 

 

On Sunday, October 12th SK Nigel Foundling, EC of Hermit Commandery, SK Les Keller, 
PC, and SK Nathan Minnich, HPCG presented to Pastor Michael Reist his certificate for being 
chosen to represent PA in the 2026 Holy Land Pilgrimage. Hill Lutheran Church is the home 
congregation of SK Foundling and SK Keller, who were delighted that their commandery was 
able to support this program. The committee will continue to present each clergy with a 
certificate and address their congregation on the value of award, and how they too will benefit 
from the experience. 
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4th Annual Templar Sunday in Kittanning. SK and Rev. Brandon P. Cooper, Associate Grand Prelate (back 

row, center), led the service. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sir Knights of Hugh De Paynes No. 19 at their October conclave. SK Randy Knauss, Division Commander 
of Division No. 9, conducted an inspection, which was followed up with Sir Knights testing for the Sword 

Proficiency Bar. Congratulations to those Sir Knights who passed! 
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On behalf of Chartiers Commandery No. 78, SK David Allison, PC,EC, received from SK Matthew 
Brockman, EGSW, a Devotional Templar trophy to commemorate their first Ascension service. 

 
 

 
 

The Order of the Temple was conferred in Lock Haven on eleven new Sir Knights. Nine are new members 
of Hospitaller No. 46, and two are new members of Constans No. 33. In attendance were SK Wilmer Hall, 
REPGC, SK Troy Mock, VEDGC, SK Brenden Hunter, DC14 and EC of Hospitaller No. 46, SK Jack Becker, EC 

of Northern No. 16, SK Darryl Mickley, SK Cal Wynkoop, Aide to the Grand Commander, and SK Ken 
Reed, PC, who served as Eminent Commander for the conferral. 
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Sir Knights at a joint conclave of Bethel No. 98 and York-Gethsemane No. 21, held in Hanover. Also in 
attendance were Sir Knights from Pilgrim No. 11, Continental No. 56, and our Grand Commandery.. A 
hearty thanks to SK Christopher Reed, DC 6, and the Sir Knights of Division No. 6 for the great turnout! 

 
 

Send photos of your commandery conclaves and events (along with a caption) to the 
REGC (josh.nay@gmail.com) for inclusion in future issues of the PA Crusader! 

 
 


