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FROM THE DESK OF THE GRAND COMMANDER 

  

Larry D. Horath 1131 McCrory Lane 724-938-0247 

Grand Commander California, PA 15419 larryhorath@gmail.com 
 

May 20, 2024 
 
TO: Elected and Appointed Grand Officers; Past Grand Officers; Division Commanders; 
Officers and Members of the Constituent Commanderies of the Grand Commandery of Knights  
Templar of Pennsylvania:  
 

GENERAL ORDER NUMBER ONE 
 

ORGANIZATION 
 
Sir Knights, 
 

I want to express my humble appreciation to you for your trust in electing me to serve 
you as your Grand Commander for this Templar year. There is no greater honor nor 
responsibility than to serve God and mankind. In addition, I take this opportunity to express my 
sincere gratitude to all those who have and continue to support me throughout this journey, 
especially my loving wife Rebecca.  

The theme for this Templar year is “By the Grace of God.” We have been blessed with 
God’s favor, let us demonstrate our Christian values by exhibiting love for one another in our 
actions, words, and activities, encouraging all by our example to share in the divine life and 
grace of the Lord. We can demonstrate this by continuing to serve in our Commanderies and 
communities: helping to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and bind up the wounds of the 
afflicted. We must demonstrate our strong moral and character values that exhibit what it means 
to be a true Christian Knight whose purpose is to serve God while serving and supporting others. 
Act appropriately, be seen as chivalric examples, serve the greater good, and show Christ’s love 
in action, thereby deserving God’s grace. Examples of which are food and clothing drives and 
donation boxes, volunteering at hospitals and food banks, collecting and fundraising for 
charities, and calling or dropping by to check on fraters, to name just a few ways to serve others 
while addressing our tenets.  

mailto:larryhorath@gmail.com
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Saint Michael, the protector of God’s people, is chosen as my patron saint. As a spiritual 
warrior, champion of justice, healer of the sick, and guardian of the Church, his is a fitting model 
of how we, as Knights Templar, should be ever ready to defend our integrity, values, and faith by 
addressing the needs of others. Revered by the military orders of knights in the Middle Ages, 
Saint Michael provides a fitting standard to which we can aspire and by which we can govern 
our actions.  

Project Recover is my designated personal charity. For over 30 years, Project Recover 
has been the nation’s leading citizen-led, non-profit organization to search, locate, document, 
recover, and repatriate the over 81,500 American service members missing in action and to bring 
recognition and closure to the estimated five million MIA Gold Star families like 
mine. Information on these efforts can be found at https://www.projectrecover.org/about/.  

As Pennsylvania Chair for the Knights Templar Eye Foundation (KTEF) it will continue 
to be one of our primary charities. Our goal is 100% Life Sponsorship for all of our constituent 
commanderies. Life Sponsorship is a one-time $30.00 individual contribution or that same 
contribution in your name from your commandery. Their stated mission is to improve vision 
through research, education, and supporting access to care. Research provides needed 
exploration and development into innovative methods, technologies, and treatments for all 
patients of all ages. Educational support helps prepare and inform doctors in the applications, 
techniques, and treatments of all types of eye diseases and conditions. Access delivers support 
beyond a person’s individual coverage and is provided through payment vouchers upon request. 
Pennsylvania’s Grand Commandery has been steadfast in demonstrating its support for the 
KTEF through voluntary donations. I am asking you to continue to support this incredibly 
worthwhile charity, demonstrating your commitment to those afflicted. Information on becoming 
a Life Sponsor is available on the Grand Commandery of Pennsylvania website 
(pagrandcommandery.org) or through the Foundation’s website at: www.ktef.org.  

Inspections and Workshops will continue to determine our strengths and weaknesses 
that deserve to be commended or addressed. Divisional and Sectional workshops and Schools of 
Instruction will continue to reinforce and further develop our skills and knowledge. The 
Rehearsal of Duties is an important part of our Ritual and reminds each officer what is expected 
of him, and all officers are expected to know their dialogue and recite it from memory. This will 
continue as part of the inspection process. 
  Communication! Recorders are our main resource for obtaining, retaining, and 
communicating information such as information on membership, conferrals, abilities, and 
general operations that must be communicated throughout the chain of command. Training will 
continue to be provided for Recorders and each commandery will appoint an Assistant Recorder 
to assist the Recorder. In support of this, we will continue utilizing the tools we have: the MMS 
System, seminars, and virtual conferencing. There will be a monthly virtual meeting for Division 
Commanders to increase communication and be more responsive to needs. We need to 
communicate what we do; do what we say we do; and do what we do well. 

https://www.projectrecover.org/about/
http://www.ktef.org/
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Receptions will be held throughout the year, giving Sir Knights the opportunity to meet 
the Grand Officers, and for them to meet you. Further, these occasions provide an opportunity 
for Sir Knights to meet and socialize with other Sir Knights and their families. These social 
events allow us the occasion to demonstrate positive knightly virtues via manners, protocol, and 
respect while sharing time and fellowship with those we care about. Whatever branch of service, 
including Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, or Coast Guard, past or present, you are and have 
helped keep our country and our families safe. Thank you for your service. As a token of honor 
and respect for those not able to be with us we will have a “Fallen Comrade or Missing Man 
Table” at all relevant occasions. This token of respect is meant to remind us of those fallen, 
missing, or imprisoned military service members.  

Values! Let us focus on embracing and demonstrating those values which set us apart as 
Templars: values such as faith, family, truth, integrity, and honor as demonstrated in our Oaths 
and Orders. Let us take pride in our appearance and performance both within and outside of the 
asylum. The Knights Templar are the pinnacle of the York Rite and, as such, we must set an 
example for others to follow and aspire to. Working together, we will focus our efforts on 
meeting these high standards and expectations. Our goal will be to demonstrate to all that 
working together we strive to be the best we can be and By the Grace of God we can and will 
succeed.  

 
TENTATIVE DATES FOR YOUR PLANNING CALENDARS 2024-2025: 

(Dates subject to change) 
 
June 01, 2024   Grand Lodge Quarterly Communication   Erie 
June 08, 2024   Grand Chapter Communication   Johnstown 
June 22, 2024   Testimonial Banquet, Greensburg Country Club Greensburg 
July 13, 2024   Tuskegee Airman Memorial Wreath Laying   Sewickley 
Aug 17-21, 2024  GEKT Triennial     SLC, UT 
Sept 6-7, 2024  NE Dept Conference     Albany, NY 
Sept 11, 2024   Flight 93 Wreath Laying     Shanksville 
Sept 20-22, 2024  NY Annual Conclave     Suffern, NY 
Sept 21-22, 2024  Gettysburg Memorial/Central Reception   Gettysburg 
Oct 26-27, 2024  Mass/R.I. Annual Conclave    TBD 
Nov 8-10, 2024  Stated Conference -- LO/DC Seminar   Elizabethtown 
Dec 4, 2024   GL Quarterly Communication   Philadelphia 
Mar 1, 2025   NJ Annual Conclave     Tom’s River, NJ 
Mar 7, 2025  DE Annual Conclave     Newark, DE 
Mar 15-16, 2025 DC Annual Conclave     Washington, DC 
Apr 05,2025  SW Reception      Pittsburgh 
Apr 11-12, 2025  CT Annual Conclave     Cromwell, CT 
Apr 18-20, 2025  Maine Annual Conclave    Portland, ME 
May 10, 2025   NH Annual Conclave     Concord, NH 
May 30-31, 2025  172nd Annual Conclave, Doubletree Greentree  Pittsburgh 
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All preceding parts of this General Order, to this point, are to be read in full at the next 
scheduled conclave of each Commandery, and the entire General Order entered in full or 
attached to the records.  

 
Only those portions of the Jurisdictional Assignments which pertain to your respective 

Section, Division, and Commandery are required to be read. 
 
Given over my hand and seal of the Grand Commander, Knights Templar of 

Pennsylvania on May 20, 2024, in the year of our Lord, A.O. 906. 
 
Yours in Templary,  

 
Grand Commander  
 
Attest:  
Mark G. Mattern PGC 
Grand Recorder 
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JURISDICTIONAL ASSIGNMENTS 
ENTIRE JURISDICTION 

 
Sir Knight Larry D. Horath (80) 

Right Eminent Grand Commander 
1131 McCrory Lane 

California, PA 15419-1218 
(Rebecca) 724-938-0247 
larryhorath@gmail.com 

 
Eminent Grand Treasurer     Eminent Grand Recorder 
Sean M. Tomasic, PGC (1)     Mark G. Mattern, PGC (24) 
505 Neola Dr       Masonic Temple 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237-2266     1 North Broad Street 
412-512-8553       Philadelphia, PA 19107 
sean_tomasic@hotmail.com     (Jodi) 215-567-5836 

grandrecgcktpa@gmail.com  
 
Marshal of Grand Commandery    MMS Liaison 
Daniel J. Price, Jr., KTCH, PDC (1)   Mark G. Mattern, PGC (24) 
2200 Fairland Street     Masonic Temple 
Pittsburgh, PA 15210-4020    1 North Broad Street 
(JoAnn) 412-523-5275    Philadelphia, PA 19107 
danopgh@gmail.com      (Jodi) 215-567-5836 

grandrecgcktpa@gmail.com  
 
Deputy Marshal of the Grand Commandery  Eminent Grand Prelate 
John J. Freeh, PC (20)     Rev. Orville R. Jones, HPC (1) 
2267 Washington Lane    1341 Belasco Avenue 
Bethlehem, PA 18015-9083    Pittsburgh, PA 15216-3347 
(Diane) 484-788-3300     (Joy) 412-563-2428 
jjfreeh@ptd.net      ojjones@verizon.net  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:larryhorath@gmail.com
mailto:sean_tomasic@hotmail.com
mailto:grandrecgcktpa@gmail.com
mailto:danopgh@gmail.com
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Southwest Section 
Division 2, 4 

TBD 
Eminent Grand Junior Warden 

Address 
City, ST ZIP 
(Wife) Phone 

EMAIL 
 

Stephen R. Seman DC (1)     Division Commander No. 2 
2613 West Hardies Road     Commanderies 1, 35, 72, 78 
Gibsonia, PA 15044-8359 
724-814-6596 
godfather110603@gmail.com  
 
Lawrence D. Fowler, DC (3)     Division Commander No. 4 
911 Thomas 84 Road      Commanderies 3, 7, 18, 80 
Eighty-Four, PA 15330-2823 
(Cynthia) 724-356-4488 
lrryfw@yahoo.com  
 
Rev. David A Eichelberger, PDC (72)   Daniel J. Price, KTCH, PDC (1) 
Associate Grand Prelate     Inspector General 
377 S. Winebiddle Street     2200 Fairland Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15224-2226     Pittsburgh, PA 15210-4020 
630-661-3452       (JoAnn) 412-523-5275 
davideosl@yahoo.com     danopgh@gmail.com   
 
Mark W. McNally, PC (78)     David E. Kearns, KTCH, PC (80) 
Aide to the Grand Commander    Aide to the Grand Commander 
307 Shaler Street      40 Diamond Way 
Pittsburgh, PA 15211-1045     Bentleyville, PA 15314-1997 
412-431-9065       (Sandy) 724-554-6929 
markmcnally@duquesneincline.org   davidkearns56@gmail.com  
 
Robert D. Nichol, PC (35)      
Aide to the Grand Commander     
171 Clay Street      
Rochester, PA 15074-2305     
(Lori) 724-630-5219      
robertnichol@comcast.net      
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:godfather110603@gmail.com
mailto:lrryfw@yahoo.com
mailto:davideosl@yahoo.com
mailto:danopgh@gmail.com
mailto:markmcnally@duquesneincline.org
mailto:davidkearns56@gmail.com
mailto:robertnichol@comcast.net
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David C. Allison, PC (78)    Jeffrey R. Jones, PC (1) 
Eminent Grand Warder    Eminent Grand Sword Bearer 
3550 Saxonburg Blvd     235 Wallingford Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15238-1182    Pittsburgh, PA 15237-1757 
(Susan) 412-298-3668     (Jennifer) 412-366-2345 
paconstable@verizon.net     jrjst5@gmail.com 
 
William J. McNeal Jr., PC (1)   Theodore D. Hervol, PC (3) 
Eminent Grand Standard Bearer   Eminent Grand Sentinel 
226 Sherwood Drive     135 E. Fair Meadows Drive 
Cranberry Twp, PA 16066-4360   Canonsburg, PA 15317-2345 
724-316-3624      (Joanne) 412-296-9000 
bmcneal@zoominternet.net     tdhervol@comcast.net   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:paconstable@verizon.net
mailto:jrjst5@gmail.com
mailto:bmcneal@zoominternet.net
mailto:tdhervol@comcast.net
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Southeast Section 
Division 1, 3, 5 

Joshua J. Nay (36) 
Very Eminent Deputy Grand Commander 

15 Flamehill Road 
Levittown, PA 19056 
(Kathy) 215-516-9404 
josh.nay@gmail.com  

 
Mark H. Whited, DC (4)     Division Commander No. 1 
6823 Glenloch Street      Commanderies 4, 36, 54 
Philadelphia, PA 19135-2207 
(Rhonda) 215-289-0996 
markhw1@msn.com  
 
Edward G. Davis, DC (96)     Division Commander No. 3 
487 Evans Road      Commanderies 71, 95, 96 
Pottstown Pa. 19464 
Doylestown, PA 18901-3936 
609-915-7607 
edavis14@aol.com  
 
Tyler D. Barto, DC (13)     Division Commander No. 5 
106 Carol Drive      Commanderies 13, 24, 55 
Washington Boro, PA 17582-9744 
717-203-1516 
tydaba@gmail.com  
 
Rev. Robert A. Witmyer, KTCH, PDC (71)  Terry Millard, PDC (13)  
Associate Grand Prelate     Herald of the Grand Commandery  
465 Memorial Highway     117 Rothsville Station Road  
Fleetwood, PA 19522-8957    Lititz, PA 17543  
(Michele) 610-994-1268     (Lynn) 717-471-7851   
rwitmyer@ptd.net     tmillard@windstream.net  
 
Albert H. Eschert, PC (54)     Joseph P. Tolen, PDC (54) 
Aide to the Grand Commander    Aide to the Grand Commander 
2456 Brandon Court      6 Loney Street 
Bensalem, PA 19020-2202     Rockledge, PA 19046-4305 
(Angela) 215-609-5806     215-901-1158 
cobolal@gmail.com       sktinmankt@gmail.com 
 
Robert W. Bunch Jr, PC (96) 
Aide to the Grand Commander 
614 Wade Avenue 
Horsham, PA 19044-1507 
(Judith) 215-628-0172  
rwbunchjr@gmail.com  

mailto:josh.nay@gmail.com
mailto:markhw1@msn.com
mailto:edavis14@aol.com
mailto:tydaba@gmail.com
mailto:rwitmyer@ptd.net
mailto:tmillard@windstream.net
mailto:cobolal@gmail.com
mailto:sktinmankt@gmail.com
mailto:rwbunchjr@gmail.com
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Central Section 
Division 6, 11, 14 
Troy A. Mock (10) 

Eminent Grand Generalissimo 
135 Mockingbird Hill Lane 

Imler, PA 16655-8375 
(Sherri) 814-276-9752 

ramrod.tam4@gmail.com  
 
Thomas L. McClain, DC (65)    Division Commander No. 6 
2205 Catharine Street      Commanderies 10, 61, 65 
Huntington, PA 16652-9728 
(Marie) 814-599-1320 
tom.mcclain@gmail.com  
 
Christopher D. Reed DC (21)    Division Commander No. 11 
12 E. Pennsylvania Avenue     Commanderies 8, 11, 21, 56, 79, 98 
Stewartstown, PA 17363-4096 
(Amy) 717-683-7456 
wm_423_07@yahoo.com  
 
Brenden R. Hunter, DC (46)     Division Commander No. 14 
215 Melody Ln     Commanderies 12, 22, 26, 33, 37, 46, 85 
Lock Haven, PA 17745 
843-991-1339 
h.brenden72@gmail.com  
 
Keith E. Whittaker, PDC (79)    Rev. Nathan C. Minnich, HPGC (11) 
Deputy Inspector General     Associate Grand Prelate 
3644 Centennial Road     201 W. Main Street 
Hanover, PA 17331-9065     Elizabethville, PA 17023 
(Dolores) 717-465-2125     717-903-6593 
whittakrk@gmail.com     ncminnich@gmail.com  
 
Edward W. Stenger, KTCH, PDC (56)   Joseph C. Reuter, PC (21) 
Aide to the Grand Commander   Aide to the Grand Commander 
P.O. Box 68      7 Cedar Lane 
McConnellsburg, PA 17233-0068    Stewartstown, PA 17363 
(Sandra) 717-485-4801    (Terrie) 717-577-0870 
estengerdc11@gmail.com    legioncoach455@yahoo.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ramrod.tam4@gmail.com
mailto:tom.mcclain@gmail.com
mailto:wm_423_07@yahoo.com
mailto:h.brenden72@gmail.com
mailto:whittakrk@gmail.com
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Northwest Section 
Division 8, 10, 12 
Roger Early (100) 

Eminent Grand Captain Generalissimo 
503 Bicker Road 

Cabot, PA 16023-3403 
724-225-8791 

rearlyt.efc@gmail.com  
 

William H. Weichsel DC (84)    Division Commander No. 8 
1818 Cecil Street      Commanderies 67, 84, 87, 100 
Pittsburgh, PA 15215-275 
412-781-6219 
billyw02314@gmail.com    
 
Daniel L. Stokes, DC (100)     Division Commander No. 10 
1241 Treasure Lake      Commanderies 58, 63, 69 
Dubois, PA 15801-9053 
814-771-6521 
dstokesdubois7@gmail.com  
 
Douglas B. Olson DC (30)     Division Commander No. 12 
855 Rumsey Avenue      Commanderies 30, 44 
Erie, PA 16511-2919 
814-897-5359 
morduin00@gmail.com  
 
Rev. Brandon P. Cooper (35)    Dale E. Konen, PDC, (30) 
Associate Grand Prelate    Aide to the Grand Commander 
609 Victory Road     1560 Robinson Road East 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237     Erie, PA 16509-5628 
(Jennifer) 724-456-6254    (Nancy) 814-825-9755 
fatherbrandon412@gmail.com   camaro396425@verizon.net  
 
James H. Houston, C (67)  
Aide to the Grand Commander 
6853 Frogtown Road 
Hermitage, PA 16148-4811   
724-301-4663 
jnjfarms1@verizon.net  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:rearlyt.efc@gmail.com
mailto:billyw02314@gmail.com
mailto:dstokesdubois7@gmail.com
mailto:morduin00@gmail.com
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Northeast Section 
Division 7, 9, 13 

David E. Barlieb Jr (81) 
Eminent Grand Senior Warden 

170 Belfast Road 
Wind Gap, PA 18091-9769 

(Tara) 610-390-5966 
d.e.barlieb@hotmail.com  

 
Timothy H. Hahn, DC (39)     Division Commander No. 7 
21 Spruce Street      Commanderies 23, 39, 77 
Ashland, PA 17921-9589 
(Shirley) 570-874-1219 
shirley@ptd.net  
 
Randy R. Knauss, DC (81)     Division Commander No. 9 
646 Cherry Hill Road      Commanderies 9, 19, 20, 81 
Nazareth, PA 18064-8856 
(Janet) 484-239-2680 
combatcop106@hotmail.com  
 
Lance J. Stange Jr, DC (17)     Division Commander No. 13 
2610 Motichka Road      Commanderies 14, 16, 17, 27, 45, 89 
Madison Township, PA 18444-7191 
(Jessica) 570-575-4604 
lance@lancestange.com  
 
Pastor Joshua A. Yorks, PC (14)    Edward H. Hawk, PDC (23) 
Associate Grand Prelate     Aide to the Grand Commander 
1204 Redington Avenue     1019 North Street 
Troy, PA 16947-1079     Jim Thorpe, PA 18229-1714 
(Susan) 717-649-5898     (Catherine) 570-401-1189 
jayorks@susumc.org      edward_hawk@hotmail.com  
 
Walter M. Bechtold, PDC (45)   John M. Ellerman, PDC (20) 
Aide to the Grand Commander    Quarter Master General 
209 Willow Road      323 Lone Lane 
Pittston, PA 18640-3759    Allentown, PA 18104 
(Mary Lou) 570-498-2636     (Jackie) 610-398-3152 
wbech48@aol.com      ellermannjohnm@yahoo.com  
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