OF PENNSYLVANIA

FROM THE DESK OF THE GRAND COMMANDER

Thomas C. Helm 4250 EIm Drive

Grand Commander Allentown, PA 18103-6106
610-737-2553
drtom4250@gmail.com

May 22, 2023

TO: Elected and Appointed Grand Officers; Past Grand Officers; Division Commanders; Officers and
Members of the Constituent Commanderies of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Pennsylvania

GENERAL ORDER NUMBER ONE

ORGANIZATION

Sir Knights:

I am truly privileged and honored to serve as your Grand Commander this Templar year. There is no greater
honor than to serve God and mankind. My Theme for this Templar year is “Living through God to SERVE
Mankind”. As such, we will continue to serve in our Commanderies and communities by helping to feed
the hungry, clothe the naked and bind up the wounds of the afflicted. What can you do? Serve by
conducting food and clothing drives, support a homeless shelter, serve at soup kitchens or your church,
veterans, and our youth. There are so many ways we as Knights Templar can SERVE and support others.
Take action, be seen, serve and show Christ’s love in action. Every Commandery should have a clothing
and food box to collect items that can be donated within your communities.

I have selected the Tunnel to Towers Foundation as my designated charity for my term. This foundation’s
Chairman and CEO, Frank Siller, is an uncompensated volunteer. Over 94% of fundraising dollars goes
directly to Programs. The programs are: In The Line Of Duty Programs honoring the lives lost on
September 11, 2001; Smart Home Program which builds specially adapted mortgage-free smart homes for
catastrophically injured veterans and first responders; Fallen First Responder Program that pays off
mortgages for the families of law enforcement and firefighters killed in the line of duty; Gold Star Family
Home Program

paying off mortgages for those who have made the ultimate sacrifice; Homeless Veterans providing housing
support, counseling, skills training, and addiction support; and the Never Forget Programs for those who
have lost their lives and those who continue to suffer. I know that we as Knights Templar can get behind
and help support this much needed effort.

Workshops will continue this Templar year. The Rehearsal of Duties is an important part of our Ritual and
reminds each officer what is expected of him. All chair officers are expected to know their dialogue. The
Inspection program will continue.

We need to continue utilizing the tools we have: MMS System, video, and virtual conferencing. Our
Recorders are the front line for obtaining and retaining information, membership, logistics and
communication flow up and down the chain of command. The question is twofold: does your Recorder



need any training and does he have an assistant assigned to help him? The answer is also twofold: make
sure he gets the training he needs and get an assistant assigned.

As Knights Templar's we need to have the expectations of being the best we can be. We need to raise the
bar and set high standards. | do not expect perfection even though that is our goal, but strong effort to reach
as high as we can is expected.

Section Receptions will be held throughout the year. The purpose of these receptions is twofold: For the

members in the Section to meet the Grand Officers, and for them to meet you. It is also an opportunity for
you to meet and socialize with other Sir Knights, and their families.

DATES FOR YOUR PLANNING CALENDARS 2023-2024:

June 9/10, 2023 Grand Lodge Quarterly Communication Elizabethtown
June 11/12, 2023 Vermont Annual Conclave Killington, VT
June 24, 2023 SW Section Reception/Joint Conclave Pittsburgh

June 25, 2023 Tuskegee Airman Memorial Wreath Laying Sewickley

July 1, 2023 NW Section Reception/Joint Conclave Erie

July 8, 2023 Council of Deliberation Valley of Harrisburg
July 29, 2023 REGC Testimonial Banquet, Steel Club Hellertown
August 19, 2023 One day Conferral of Orders Samuel S. Yohe
Sept 10, 2023 Flight 93 Wreath Laying Shanksville
Sept 15-17 Gettysburg Memorial/Div. 11 Banquet Gettysburg

Oct 14, 2023 NE Section Reception Loc TBD

Oct 15, 2023 SE Section Reception Loc TBD

Date: TBD LO/DC Seminar Elizabethtown
Date: TBD Stated Conference Loc TBD

Date: TBD Central Section Reception Loc TBD

May 17-19, 2024 171st Annual Conclave, Delta Marriott Breinigsville

All preceding parts of this General Order, to this point, are to be read in full at the next scheduled conclave
of each Commandery, and the entire General Order entered in full or attached to the records.

Only those portions of the Jurisdictional Assignments which pertain to your respective Section, Division,
and Commandery are required to be read.

Given under my hand and seal of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Pennsylvania this day,
May 22, 2023, in the year of our Lord 2023, A.O. 905.

Yours in Templary,
Thomas C. Helmv

Grand Commander

Attest:
Mark G. Mattern
Grand Recorder



JURISDICTIONAL ASSIGNMENTS

ENTIRE JURISDICTION

Sir Knight Thomas C. Helm (20)
Right Eminent Grand Commander

4250 EIm Drive

Allentown, PA 18103-6106
(Dorothy) 610-737-2553
drtom4250@gmail.com

Eminent Grand Treasurer

Sean M. Tomasic, PGC (1)
505 Neola Dr

Pittsburgh, PA 15237-2266
412-512-8553
sean_tomasic@hotmail.com

Marshal of Grand Commandery

Keith W. McKeon (81)

1415 Bushkill Center Road
Nazareth, PA 18064

(Krista) 717-277-1162
keith.w.mckeon.mil@mail.mil

Deputy Marshal of the Grand Commandery

Eminent Grand Recorder

Mark G. Mattern, PGC (24)
Masonic Temple

1 North Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107
215-567-5836
grandrecgcktpa@gmail.com

MMS Liaison

Mark G. Mattern, PGC (24)
Masonic Temple

1 North Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107
215-567-5836
grandrecgcktpa@gmail.com

Eminent Grand Prelate

Daniel J. Price, Jr., PDC (1)
2200 Fairland Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15210-4020
(JoANN) 412-523-5275
danopgh@gmail.com

Rev. Robert A. Witmyer, PDC (71)
465 Memorial Highway
Fleetwood, PA 19522-8957
(Michele) 610-994-1286
rwitmyer@ptd.net


mailto:danopgh@gmail.com

Southwest Section

Division 2, 4

Larry D. Horath (80)

Very Eminent Deputy Grand Commander
1131 McCrory Lane
California, PA 15419-1218
(Rebecca) 724-938-0247
larryhorath@gmail.com

Stephen R. Seman DC (1)
2613 West Hardies Road
Gibsonia, PA 15044-8359
724-814-6596
godfather110603@gmail.com

Lawrence D. Fowler, DC (3)
911 Thomas 84 Road
Eighty-Four, PA 15330-2823
724-356-4488
Irryfw@yahoo.com

Rev. David A Eichelberger, PDC (72)
Associate Grand Prelate

377 S. Winebiddle Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15224-2226
630-661-3452

davideosl@yahoo.com

Richard M. Dodds, PC (35)
Aide to the Grand Commander
7420 Steubenville Pike Unit 130
Oakdale, PA 15071-8437
412-419-8590
Shark152@hotmail.com

Division Commander No. 2
Commanderies 1, 35, 72, 78

Division Commander No. 4
Commanderies 3, 7, 18, 80

Rev. Brandon P. Cooper (35)
Associate Grand Prelate

609 Victory Road

Pittsburgh, PA 15237
724-456-6254
fatherbrandon412@gmail.com

Daniel J. Price, PDC (1)
Inspector General

2200 Fairland Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15210-4020
(JoAnn) 412-523-5275
danopgh@gmail.com


mailto:davideosl@yahoo.com
mailto:Shark152@hotmail.com

Robert D. Nichols, PC (35)

Aide to the Grand Commander
171 Clay Street

Rochester, PA 15074-2305
724-630-5219
robertnichol@comcast.net

Rev. Nathan C. Minnich, PC (11)
Associate Grand Prelate

201 W. Main Street
Elizabethville, PA 17023
ncminnich@gmail.com

David E. Kearns, PC (80)
Aide to the Grand Commander



Southeast Section

Division 1, 3,5
Joshua J. Nay (36)
Eminent Grand Generalissimo
15 Flamehill Road
Levittown, PA 19056
(Kathy) 215-516-9404
josh.nay@gmail.com

Robert J. Burns, DC (4) Division Commander No. 1
1953 Guernsey Avenue Commanderies 4, 36, 54
Abington, PA 19001-3701

(215) 997-8167

bburns7015@comcast.net

Jerome J. Phillips, DC (20) Division Commander No. 3
4306 Coyote Court Commanderies 71, 95, 96
Orefield, PA 18069

(Susan) 484-809-5234

hikap9@gmail.com

Tyler D. Barto, DC (13) Division Commander No. 5
106 Carol Drive Commanderies 13, 24, 55
Washington Boro, PA 17582-9744

717-203-1516

tydaba@gmail.com

Terry Millard, PDC (13) Robert W. Bunch Jr, PC (96)
Herald of the Grand Commandery Aide to the Grand Commander
117 Rothsville Station Road 614 Wade Avenue

Litiz, PA 17543 Horsham, PA 19044-1507
717-627-3885 267-664-4060

rwbunchjr@gmail.com



Albert H. Eschert, PC (54) Joseph P. Tolen, PDC (54)

Aide to the Grand Commander Aide to the Grand Commander
2456 Brandon Court 6 Loney Street

Bensalem, PA 19020-2202 Rockledge, PA 19046-4305
215-609-5806 215-901-1158

cobolal@gmail.com sktinmankt@gmail.com


mailto:cobolal@gmail.com

Central Section

Division 6, 11, 14
Troy A. Mock (10)

Eminent Grand Captain General

Thomas L. McClain, DC (65)
2205 Catharine Street
Huntington, PA 16652-9728
814-599-1320
tom.mcclain@gmail.com

Christopher D. Reed DC (21)
12 E. Pennsylvania Avenue
Stewartstown, PA 17363-4096
717-683-7456

wm_423 07@yahoo.com

James M. Gautsch, DC (85)
3092 Red Bank Road
Middleburg, PA 17842-9205
(Linda) 570-539-8906
jmsgautsch@gmail.com

Keith E. Whittaker, PDC (79)
Deputy Inspector General
3644 Centennial Road
Hanover, PA 17331-9065
(Dolores) 717-465-2125
whittakrk@gmail.com

Edward W. Stenger, PDC (56)

135 Mockingbird Hill Lane
Imler, PA 16655-8375
(Sherri) 814-276-9752

ramrod.tam4@gmail.com

Division Commander No. 6
Commanderies 10, 61, 65

Division Commander No. 11
Commanderies 8, 11, 21, 56, 79, 98

Division Commander No. 14
Commanderies 12, 22, 26, 33, 37, 46, 85

Joseph C. Reuter, PC (21)

Aide to the Grand Commander
7 Cedar Lane

Stewartstown, PA 17363
717-577-0870
legioncoach455@yahoo.com

Aide to the Grand Commander

P.O. Box 68

McConnellsburg, PA 17233-0068

(Sandra) 717-485-4801
Estengerdc11@gmail.com


mailto:whittakrk@gmail.com
mailto:legioncoach455@yahoo.com

Northwest Section

Division 8, 10, 12
Roger Early (100)
Eminent Grand Senior Warden
503 Bicker Road
Cabot, PA 16023-3403
724-225-8791
rearlyt.efc@gmail.com

Brian L. Daniels DC (84)

1167 Route 68

New Brighton, PA 15066-4104
724-846-5844
skbrianleedaniels@outlook.com

Troy M. Herzog, DC (69)
501 W. Main Street
Smethport, PA 16749-1143
814-558-6113
troyherzog@hotmail.com

Douglas B. Olsen DC (30)
855 Rumsey Avenue

Erie, PA 16511-2919
814-897-5359

James S. Houston, C (67)

Aide to the Grand Commander
6853 Frogtown Road

Hermitage, PA 16148-4811
724-301-4663
jnjfarmsl@verizon.net

Division Commander No. 8
Commanderies 67, 84, 87, 100

Division Commander No. 10
Commanderies 58, 63, 69

Division Commander No. 12
Commanderies 30, 44

Dale E. Konen, PDC, (30)

Aide to the Grand Commander
1560 Robinson Road East

Erie, PA 16509-5628
814-825-9755
camaro396425@verizon.net


mailto:rearlyt.efc@gmail.co
mailto:jnjfarms1@verizon.net

Northeast Section

Division 7, 9, 13

David E. Barlieb Jr (81)
Eminent Grand Junior Warden
170 Belfast Road\Wind Gap, PA 18091-9769
(Tara) 610-390-5966
d.e.barlieb@hotmail.com

James P. Zerbe, DC (39)
1433 West Main Street
Valley View, PA 17983-9776
570-682-8130
Jimz2020@outlook.com

Randy R. Knauss, DC (81)
646 Cherry Hill Road
Nazareth, PA 18064-8856
484-239-2680
Combatcopl06@hotmail.com

Lance J. Stange Jr, DC (17)

2610 Motichka Road

Madison Township, PA 18444-7191
(Jessica) 570-575-4604
lance@lancestange.com

Joshua A. Yorks, PC (14)
Associate Grand Prelate
1204 Redington Avenue
Troy, PA 16947-1079
(Susan) 717-649-5898
jayorks@susumc.org

Division Commander No. 7
Commanderies 23, 39, 77

Division Commander No. 9
Commanderies 9, 19, 20, 81

Division Commander No. 13
Commanderies 14, 16, 17, 27, 45, 89

Edwin L. Kutz Jr, PC (20)
Eminent Grand Standard Bearer
5391 Summit Street

Whitehall, PA 18052-1740

(Marie) 610-261-1097
1d2506@rcn.com


mailto:lance@lancestange.com
mailto:jayorks@susumc.org
mailto:id2506@rcn.com

Thomas J. Beam, PC (19)
Eminent Grand Sword Bearer
2859 Christine Street
Bethlehem, PA 18040-1247
610-703-4694
tbeam1022@yahoo.com

George S. Reppert, PC (9)
Eminent Grand Sentinel
401 Eden Court

Reading, PA 19610-4000
610-914-6793
greppert@yahoo.com

William L. Bookwalter, PC (45)
Aide to the Grand Commander
81 Welles Street

Forty Fort, PA 18704
570-331-2339
boobootheclown2@msn.com

John M. Ellerman, PDC (20)
Quarter Master General
323 Lone Lane

Allentown, PA 18104
610-398-3152
ellermannjohnm@yahoo.com

Harry C. McFarland, C (89)
Eminent Grand Warder

286 Bigelow Lake Road
Pleasant Mount, PA 1845304517
570-677-7316
armyharry@yahoo.com

Keith W. McKeon, PC (81)

Marshal of the Grand Commandery
1415 Bushkill Center Road

Nazareth, PA 18064-9409
484-225-8539
keith.w.mckeon.mil@mail.mil

John J. Freeh, PC (20)

Aide to the Grand Commander
2267 Washington Lane
Bethlehem, PA 18015-9083
(Diane) 484-788-3300
jjfreeh@ptd.net


mailto:tbeam1022@yahoo.com
mailto:armyharry@yahoo.com
mailto:greppert@yahoo.com
mailto:boobootheclown2@msn.com
mailto:jjfreeh@ptd.net
mailto:ellermannjohnm@yahoo.com

